thomas quartier & chris hermans 1993). A third question is how memories of the dead are inÁ uenced by attitudes towards mortality. According to Ariès attitudes towards mortality no longer exist: death is pushed aside and people no longer relate to the deceased in any real way. In Ariès's view this inÁ uences the commemorative nature of modern European funerals.
As a research project the study described in this article forms part of the testing phase of the empirical cycle. Hence we À rst indicate what concepts have been developed, which we then proceed to test empirically. To this end the study centres on the following main question: what attitudes towards mortality are encountered among present-day participants in funeral rites, and how do they inÁ uence their attitudes towards liturgical commemoration? To answer the question the À rst section deals with ecclesiastic funeral rites and the role of memory in these (1). In the next section we analyse people's attitudes towards mortality when they are faced with the death of a signiÀ cant other (2). In the third section we report on our empirical study of participants in funeral rites in the Netherlands with a view to our main research question (3). The fourth section contains some conclusions and a brief discussion (4).
Remembrance and Hope in Catholic Funeral Rites
What happens when a loved one dies? People may ponder on the death of the deceased or on their own death. Below we deal with funeral liturgy from the point of view of the other person's death. How do people deal with the loss they experience in their social network? What role does the memory of the loved one play in this regard? What forms does it assume? And what place does it occupy in funeral liturgy? In this section we try to answer these questions. Our approach is based on a concept of collective memory, in which we distinguish between two forms (1.1). Then we look for a place for these two forms of memory in funeral liturgy (1.2). Finally we identify two forms of liturgical commemoration (1.3).
Temporal, horizontal and vertical dimensions of memory
When a loved one dies people face a broken relationship. The other is no longer there as he used to be. Human life spans a given period of time, and at every point in that time the person is linked to both past and future-what was and what is to come. Memory serves to connect past and future by linking both with the present. Jan Assmann (1992, 
